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Welcome to Low Moor Allotments’ first ever newsletter! At our first General Meeting in March, we voted to hold General Meetings every 3 months, to ensure that we can discuss any new developments as quickly as possible and deal with any problems before they get out of hand. The purpose of this newsletter is to keep everyone up to date with what’s going on in between those meetings in a more informal way than the Minutes of the meetings.

So, what is going on behind the scenes? Quite a lot! At the City Council, Angela Poole, the hard-working Allotments Officer, has had her hours increased and has drafted a new tenancy agreement, which is currently under discussion and will not take effect till September 2004. The new agreement will not only be much simpler than the present one, but also more generous towards us plot-holders, and more sensitive to the way most people use allotment gardens today. For example, where several people share a single plot, everyone will be registered as a tenant (in other words, just like the way we already operate at Low Moor). We will officially be allowed to use hoses to fill our own water butts, and to sell our produce ‘to meet the costs of developing the plot’. But we will not be allowed to burn plastics or to cause other environmental damage. I am sure you will all be relieved to hear that open-cast mining will still not be allowed! 

Angela’s boss, Dave Meigh, who is the Council’s Head of Parks and Spaces, has also been busy, preparing a strategic document on York’s allotments. From this, it seems that the Council is beginning to take its responsibilities for allotments more seriously again. Proposals for additional central funding are being prepared and links are being forged between all York’s allotments, including those run by the University and by Parish Councils. In the long run, this renewed interest will be a good thing for us all. There are no specific plans to change anything at Low Moor, but the drainage problems at the foot of the slope were commented on.

· REMINDERS:

WORKING PARTIES are scheduled for 

Sunday 4th May & Sunday 11th May. 

Many hands make light work and so do picnics, so bring one!

GENERAL MEETING

Sunday 29th June 3pm

Followed by a barbeque:  please bring your own food and drink. Agenda items to Al by 31st May

YOUR ADDRESS?

We are still updating  everyone’s contact details, due to poor Council records. If any details on the envelope are missing or wrong (especially postcode) please let us know.

E-MAIL ADDRESSES

If you have not received a copy of this newsletter by e-mail but would like to in future (saves us time and money), e-mail al.oswald@english-heritage 

WEB SITE ADDRESS

www.users.cs.york.ac.uk/~kester/LowMoorAllot

ments/welcome

OUR NEW ASSOCIATION: PROGRESS SO FAR ...

Things are definitely improving fast at Low Moor! Since we first started talking about forming an Association at the end of last year, 26 new plots and half-plots have been taken, including a few that have not seen the sharp end of a fork in years. And there is every sign that this high level of demand is going to continue. Every plot taken means fewer rabbits and thistles, and more people on site to keep an eye on things.

Hopefully, you will already have seen that we now have the first of our two new noticeboards, sited at the top gate. These cost a grand total of £616 to construct and install and are designed to be vandal-proof. Because they have been paid for out of the grant from Fishergate Ward to improve security, half of each board is a blackboard (chalk to be provided!) which we can all use to let everyone else know about any incidents of theft or vandalism (as well as anything else: wanted/for sale, lost & found, crops for barter, and so on). According to the Police, prompt public circulation of information about when & where incidents happened – in the same way as a Neighbourhood Watch Scheme – is a big deterrent to criminals: it lets them know we are on our guard.

The shop is open Wednesday and Sunday lunchtimes and running fairly well, thanks to the hard work of Tom, Marjorie and Barry. We will need to review things at the next General Meeting in June, to see if there are any changes or improvements we want to make, either to how the shop is run or what we use the building for. 

Use of our web site is increasing and the exchange of information on our ‘greenboard’ has had some notable successes already. Angela Poole hopes that at some point, maybe even this decade, the Council will be able to do what Kester succeeded in doing in 24 hours and revamp their web site. Once linked to our site, we will hopefully begin to get more enquiries.

Security has improved dramatically since the start of the patrols by Mayfair. Unfortunately, there have still been several petty thefts. A pattern is emerging, so please keep phoning Mayfair (01757 701596) and PC Bailey (669491) to report any incidents, however small.

· NEWS

SKIPS GALORE!

Provided by Yorkshire Water till mid-June, then

20th – 22nd June

Please compost or burn as much as you can (but not plastics etc)

AND NO ASBESTOS!

Contact Al if you have asbestos you want to get rid of. If contractors spot it in skips, they will refuse to remove them until specialists have dealt with it – which costs a fortune. Corrugated asbestos  sheeting contains only 2% asbestos and is relatively safe, unless smashed or sawn in dry conditions.

COMPOST & MUCK

Penny (Plot 70) has very generously offered to deliver free, well-rotted horse-muck to the front of the Shop when she can. Help yourself and please ask if there is anything you can offer in return. You can buy larger quantities (tel: 471254).

Yorwaste have offered to deliver a full skip of compost when they deliver our empty skips, but haven’t given me a cost as yet. 

... SO WHAT DO WE DO NEXT?

There are nearly 300 plot-holders at Low Moor. If we each take a small amount of responsibility and do a small amount to help in whatever way we feel willing and able, together we can achieve a great deal. And we can make use of whatever skills and time people can offer. For example, if you work for the Council, we will not have to pay Public Liability Insurance if you can come along to working parties. If you have worked for Nestlé or Terry’s, we are much more likely to get grants from them if you just sign the application letter. If you are a mechanic, a ferret-owner, a lawyer, a bird-spotter, a carpenter, a toothpaste-tube manufacturer ... or if you have a computer and would like to be Editor of future editions of this Newsletter, please lend a hand. 

Quite a lot of you have already volunteered to help with running the shop, which is great. Some people would like to see the shop completely revamped (and perhaps even rebuilt from scratch), so that it is more secure and can act as a focus for the whole site, a meeting place and perhaps a market for swapping our produce amongst ourselves or perhaps selling it to others. After all, we already sell garden materials to local people – why not pot up a few lavender cuttings or sweet peas for sale too? The security of the site remains a big issue, but exactly how are we going to tackle it? How can we best help inexperienced gardeners to get on top of their plots? Can anything be done to improve the drainage problem at the bottom of the slope? And what – if anything - should we try and do with the strip of long abandoned plots next to the Cemetery? 

There are lots of possibilities, and the future looks bright, so deciding what our priorites are for the next few years is definitely the most difficult and important task that now faces us. Once we have decided what improvements we want to make, and have put together a ‘Development Plan’, it will be a relatively simple job to get the money to support those projects from the Lottery and elsewhere. If you would like to be part of the process of collecting people’s views and producing a plan for the next 5 years, please start thinking now and get in touch with Al at the General Meeting in June, or preferably sooner.

... on tel: 639847 or e-mail al.oswald@english-heritage

· IDEAS

TRIP TO SCARCROFT

Scarcroft Allotments set up their Association some time ago and have encountered similar issues. They have been very successful at fund-raising and now have a waiting list. So let’s have a trip to see them!

PROJECT TEAMS

Some jobs can be tackled by one person, but big projects such as security and the shop will need to be dealt with by small teams.

AREA MONITORS

I find it difficult to walk round the whole site as often as I would like. If you are prepared to keep an eye on the block of plots round your own, get to know everyone on it and keep me informed of any problems, this would help massively.

BUDDIES  

Many successful allotments have ‘buddy’ systems for helping novice gardeners to keep on top of their plots. This does not have to be a formal system – please just be prepared to offer advice to neighbours. And be prepared to ask!

LOW MOOR BEFORE THE ALLOTMENTS

A few people who have noticed that my e-mail address is at English Heritage have already guessed that I’m an archaeologist. For fans of Time Team, one of the regulars is my boss Stewart. Like him, but unlike most archaeologists, I never actually dig anything up; I just use the evidence that survives to be seen on the surface – ruined buildings, humps and bumps in the grass, patterns in modern boundaries – to try to understand how whole landscapes have evolved. Old maps, aerial photographs and peoples memories are often useful.

You may have noticed that Low Moor is covered with lumps and bumps. Many people think that the Stray has always been common land where people could let their cattle ‘stray’. But, in fact, the whole area – except the bit of low ground that still floods at the bottom of our site - is covered in low, broad ridges, which are typical of the ‘strip fields’ formed by medieval ploughing. This proves that for a long time, the whole Stray, including our allotments, was owned and farmed, which partly accounts for why it is such good soil today. I cannot stop myself from picking up pottery when I am digging in our plot and I am sad to say that my girlfriend has now also fallen into this bad habit. The paths on our plot are now littered with bits of pot and clay pipe that we have picked up over the last four years. This pottery was almost certainly brought to Low Moor already broken, mixed in with rubbish and manure (both animal and human) collected from the city centre to be spread on the fields as fertiliser. Most of the types of pottery we have collected date to between the 14th and 18th centuries: this shows when the area was cultivated. 

We have also found a few bits of Roman pottery, and two small Stone Age flint blades, dating to about 3,500 BC. At the other extreme, a shallow depression running between the trees next to The Retreat is all that remains of a trench dug in about 1915 to prepare troups for conditions on the Western Front. And if you’ve ever wondered why the plots are numbered so strangely, it’s because the allotments were extended as part of the ‘Dig for Victory’ campaign in the Second World War.

- Al Oswald
· MORE NEWS
BONFIRES

A complaint has been made by a local resident, both to me and to the Council, about noxious fumes from a bonfire on which plastics etc were being burnt. Occasional bonfires are fine for garden waste, but please use the skips that are regularly provided for man-made materials, especially plastic, rubber, carpets, etc.

RAIN AT LAST!

After 40 days without, we have had at last had some April showers. If you have just taken on a plot, you will notice that weeds will now suddenly go berserk!

ORGANIC NURSERY

Brunswick Organic Nursery in Bishopthorpe supplies one of the best ranges of vegetable seedlings around, as well as incredible bags of salad you can pretend to have grown yourself! 

AND FINALLY...

Please bring gloves and wheel barrows to the working parties this Sunday and next Sunday. Start 10 am, finish 4 pm, or come for as long as you can!
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GROUNDBREAKING!
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