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Sustainable Communities Act 
Update for FCFCG Members
What is the Sustainable Communities Act?
The Act’s aim is to promote the sustainability of local communities. It ‘begins from the principle that local people know best what needs to be done to promote the sustainability of their area, but that sometimes they need central government to act to enable them to do so’. 

This Act is not just another consultation – instead it sets up a new process where local communities can put forward policy suggestions to central government, via their council, to promote the sustainability of their area. 

Councils have a duty to reach agreement with communities regarding the proposals they have for help and action from Central Government. In turn, Central Government has a legal duty to co-operate and reach agreement on the proposals.

Where does the Act apply?
The Act applies to all local authorities, including county councils, and their respective communities, in England. There is an ongoing campaign to get the Welsh Assembly to adopt the Act in Wales too.

What is meant by 'Sustainable Communities'?

The Act defines the promotion of sustainable communities as any of the following:

1. Environmental, e.g. promoting local renewable energy, increasing recycling and protecting green spaces

2. Local economies, e.g. promoting local shops, local businesses and local jobs

3. Social inclusion, e.g. protecting local public services and alleviating fuel poverty and food poverty

4. Democratic involvement, e.g. increasing the ways local people can participate in local decision making.
Why do we need to take action now?
Since October 2008 all local authorities have been invited to make proposals on how central government can help promote local sustainability. 

Councils that choose to make proposals must then set up citizens’ panels and must reach agreement with local people regarding the substance of these proposals. 
31 July 2009 is the closing date for submission of proposals. 
How can we take part in creating proposals?

First you must ensure your local authority chooses to use the Act. You can go to the Local Works website at www.localworks.org to find out which councils have already opted in to the act. There’s also advice on what to do if your local authority has not done so yet.
Once they are ‘signed up’ to the Act, local authorities must set up, or recognise, a Local or Citizens Panel of representatives of local communities with whom to discuss and reach agreement on potential proposals. These citizens' panels are open to any members of the community, including groups such as city farms and community gardens. However, in some areas the panels may be made up from members of Local Neighbourhood Partnerships already in place.
If you are keen to be a representative on one of the citizen’s panels contact your council telling them so and get other people to nominate you. 
The remit for suggestions to be developed into proposals is broad and must aim to improve the economic, social or environmental well-being of an area. 
Where can I view the Act? 
Go to the following weblink (the Act is only two pages long):

http://www.opsi.gov.uk/acts/acts2007/ukpga_20070023_en_1  
Where can I get other information?
A useful source of information is the Local Works website at: www.localworks.org 
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