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■ 30 Years and Still Growing 

We marked three decades of work
with a series of events across the UK,
centring on a 30th anniversary event
in Nottingham during September. It
included a conference session,
workshops and site visits to local food
growing and gardening projects, plus
a civic reception hosted by the Lord
Mayor and a celebration ceilidh. A
bedding display in the shape of the
FCFCG logo was created in the
grounds of Nottingham Castle with a
dozen local groups contributing ideas.
Representatives from member groups
and other stakeholders attended the
Nottingham event.

■ Oral History Project

An oral history project recording the
growth of our movement was
launched at the 30th anniversary
event in Nottingham. The project,
funded by an award of £34,500 from
the Heritage Lottery Fund, was
launched by HLF's Sam Hunt, who
also invited delegates to create a 'five
minute book' about their first
experiences of farms, gardens and
allotments, what inspired them to
become involved, and their aspirations
for the future of the movement. Some
of the quotes collected are on the
calendar side of this publication.
Further oral history sessions were run
at the event and we have produced a
DVD toolkit for our members to
organise their own oral history
seminars. A hundred copies will be
distributed and 20 witness seminars
will be held around the UK, when
stalwarts from well-established city
farms and community gardens will

News Round-up  News Round-up News Round-up News Round-up News Round-up News Round-up

recall their experiences. A number of
one-to-one interviews will also be
held, while copies of documents and
photographs charting the movement's
history will be collected to create an
archive. When the project ends next
summer, a summary of the findings
will appear on the FCFCG website. A
celebration event will also take place
in Bristol. 

■ Start Tour with HRH 

FCFCG member groups featured on a
five day tour by HRH The Prince of
Wales around some of the UK’s best
examples of sustainable living. The
Royal Tour included visits to Ouseburn
Farm in Tyneside, the Incredible Edible
project in Todmorden, Yorkshire and
Arkwright Meadows Community
Gardens in Nottingham as part of
Start, a national initiative by The
Prince's Charities Foundation to
promote and celebrate sustainable
living.

■ Minister’s Tour 

Communities Minister Andrew Stunell
was the first coalition minister to be
given a tour of an FCFCG member
project. He visited Hackney City Farm
in London to get an insight into how
community farming and gardening
groups contribute to their area and
create a wide range of opportunities
and benefits for local people. The
minister was keen to find out how the
work of city farms and community
gardens can contribute to the
Government’s Big Society agenda. 

■ Community Land Bank

The second stage of research into a
Community Land Bank to support
access to unused land for either
temporary or long term gardening use
by community groups, was completed
in 2010. Funded by the Department
for Communities and Local
Government and the Department for
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs,
the research has been shaped by
consultations and round table
meetings in pilot areas, featuring input
from landowners, local authorities,
community groups and other
stakeholders. At the time of writing,
we are in discussion with key stake-
holders and funders about setting up a
national demonstration project. 
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FCFCG would like to thank our funders, which include: 

"

Support us – donate now!

Your donation will help our work creating
opportunities in communities across the
UK. Visit www.farmgarden.org.uk/donate
to make a donation online or fill in this
form and send with a cheque (payable to
FCFCG) to our main office. 

Remember: If you pay income tax, we
can claim back 28 percent tax on your donation.  

I want to (tick as appropriate):

Allow FCFCG to reclaim tax on my donation

Talk to FCFCG about regular donations or leaving a
legacy

Date 

Signature 

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 

Address 

Postcode 

✂

Image CreditsImage Credits: : Matthew Coleman, Steve Edwards and Leigh Sharpe

Contact us for a large print, braille or
audio version

■Wales

A dual-language map of community
gardening and farming projects in
Wales was launched in June, at the
Senedd in Cardiff, by Minister for Rural
Affairs Elin Jones AM. In September,
an FCFCG celebration event was held
at the RENEW walled garden project
near Rhayader and nearly 200 people
attended a series of Welsh regional
gatherings through the year. FCFCG
was also involved in consultations on
the Welsh Assembly Government’s
Community Grown Food Action Plan. 

■Northern Ireland

A Northern Ireland Allotments and
Community Gardens Forum took place
in September, resulting in positive calls
for action to meet the growing demand
for new allotments, community gardens
and other green spaces. The forum, which
includes representatives from local
authorities and voluntary sector groups,
agreed to create greater awareness at
policy level by submitting information to
Ministers and MPs. Future forum
meetings are planned for 2011.

■Scotland

In addition to the annual networking
event in October, local networking
meetings were organised in remoter
areas including the Western Isles,
Shetland and Orkney. An updated map
highlighting gardens, farms and
allotments in Scotland was launched
at an event at Holyrood. There has
been much positive work with the
Scottish Government in the past year:
FCFCG has secured funding to
research a Community Land Bank and
we have been involved with the
Scottish Government’s Grow Your
Own working group. 

■England

The 12th City Harvest Festival for
London’s community farmers and
gardeners was a big success this year,
with 2,000 people attending the
event. Work on a new map of
community-managed farms, gardens,
allotments and other green spaces in
North East England is ongoing.
Meanwhile, our Big Lottery funded
Local Food Project continues to give
support to new and established
community food growing initiatives.

■Allotments Regeneration  

Initiative

ARI has further strengthened its UK-
wide role with the delivery of Allotments
Officers Forums in Scotland, Northern
Ireland and each of the nine English
Government Regions. Publications have
been a focus this year – ARI has
produced, in partnership with the
Scottish Allotments and Gardens Society,
a plotholder’s guide for Scotland, as well
as new publications about managing
waiting lists and non-cultivation. 

■National Care Farming Initiative

The third NCFI national conference
took place in September at the Harper
Adams University College in
Shropshire, attended by more than
100 delegates. The event was a great
opportunity for care farmers,
commissioners and others interested
in care farming to help shape the
future direction of NCFI. Speakers at
the conference included care farmers,
a former client who talked about his
experiences on a Cumbrian care farm

and Tom Heap, presenter of BBC
Radio 4's environment series 'Costing
The Earth'.

■School Farms Network 

School farms hit the headlines when
former England rugby captain Lawrence
Dallaglio, London Food Czar Rosie Boycott
and chef Raymond Blanc chose Uttoxeter
Community Farm (at Thomas Alleyne’s
School) as this year’s Real Sausage
Champion at the Real Food Festival. The
competition involved school farms rearing a
piglet on-site and then creating a sizzling
sausage using their own unique recipe. The
celebrity judges also awarded prizes to
Oathall Community College and Edwalton
Primary School. 

■Growing With Schools Project

This Coventry-based project, set up by
FCFCG along with Cardinal Wiseman
School Farm, helps schools access
personalised expert support for food
growing. Around 50 schools have
been given practical help and advice
to set up gardens. There have also
been two successful celebration days
and the project has helped many
teachers link their garden resource
with the curriculum.

UK Partnerships

Government grants 
and contracts  £269,382
Other grants and donations  £460,375
Fees, including conferences and 
training    £18,074
Membership fees  £13,676
Other income incl bank interest  £18,284

  £779,791

£302,925
  £1,082,716

Membership support and 
policy development £591,235   
Training and conferences  £49,070
Office costs  £87,633
Management and governance £15,162
Development costs  £2,472

£745,572

Managed funds and partners £302,925
£1,048,497

£9,718
£24,501

Income 

Expenditure 

Core Expenditure 

Managed funds and partners expenditure 
Total Expenditure 

Restricted funds surplus  
Unrestricted funds surplus/transfer to reserves  

Core Income

Managed funds and partners income
Total income

Around the UK

Our 30th year has been busy as ever.
A series of events celebrating this
special anniversary proved successful
and demonstrated that the work of
our movement makes a real
difference to people’s lives. Our
patron, HRH The Prince of Wales, also
wrote an enthusiastic message of
support in our anniversary year, which
is available to read via our website at
www.farmgarden.org.uk/patron. 

It’s been a year of further growth.
Membership continues to increase –
now at nearly 600 groups – while we
support and represent hundreds more,
including allotments and school farms
and gardens. We have 27 staff
members across the UK in 10
locations, as well as a team of 50
fieldworkers and 12 volunteer
allotments mentors. 

We have developed our contacts with
governments in Cardiff, Edinburgh,
and London over the past year, and
plan to do the same in Belfast.  Funding
is a key issue, so we continue to
reinforce our excellent links with large
and small grant making organisations,
helping to channel funds and support
to the movement. We are increasingly
welcoming commercial sponsorships. 

During the year we established
Cultivating Communities, a
community interest company through
which contracts, consultancy work
and other forms of income generation
will be managed.

We are also pleased to have launched
our oral history project: ‘Learning
From The Past, Shaping The Future’
(more about this on page 6).

Despite all of these developments,
our future is difficult to predict,
particularly in the face of harsh
economic realities. Many questions
need to be considered: Will the
Federation become different in
England, Northern Ireland, Scotland
and Wales? Should we plan to
downsize? Does the future mean
working more extensively in
partnerships, or even merging with
other organisations?

We are keen to hear the ideas and
thoughts of our members about the
way forward - consultation will help
strengthen the Federation in the
future, no matter how turbulent the
financial situation might be.

David Drury (Chair) and Jeremy Iles
(Chief Executive)

Finance Summary: April 2009 – March 2010 

Our core incomewas £779,791. An
additional £302,925 of funds managed
by us on behalf of other organisations
gave a total income of £1,082,716.

Our core expenditureof £745,572
plus managed funds expenditure of
£302,925 gave a total expenditure of
£1,048,497.
This gave a total surplus of £34,219
broken down as: 
Surplus on restricted fundsof £9,718.
These are funds that have been
received and accounted for in the
2009-2010 financial year (as per Charity

Commission SORP guidelines) and will
be utilised in the following years. 
Surplus on unrestricted fundsof
£24,501, which was transferred to our
free reserves. 

Reserves

The unrestricted reserves at 31st
March 2010 were £168,366. Our target
is to hold three months (aspiring to six
months) of our core expenditure in
reserves, in line with Charity
Commission guidance. A copy of our
full accounts is available on request
from our head office.

Review of the Year 

Head OfficeHead Office

The GreenHouseThe GreenHouse
Hereford Street Hereford Street 

Bristol  BS3 4NABristol  BS3 4NA

TTel: 0117 923 1800
Fax: 0117 923 1900Fax: 0117 923 1900

admin@admin@
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02476 675 21102476 675 211
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