City Harvest Festival 2011 at Capel Manor
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The 13th City Harvest Festival took place this year amid some apprehension about the weather - but apart from dodging a couple of showers, a great day was had by all.
Nearly 30 of London’s community projects took part, with a couple from further afield including Mudlarks Community Garden from Hertfordshire who set up a complete show garden demonstrating easy and accessible gardening. 

A happy development this year was the involvement of more small-scale projects taking part, producing a full marquee of horticulture exhibits. These included a wheelbarrow of produce, some fantastic mini-gardens, and a cornucopia of sunflowers, pumpkins and everything else horticultural you could think of. 

From the feedback it was apparent that people from some of the smaller, new projects had found it really helpful to meet up and talk to people from established projects. It is also a great day for meeting up with old pals. Some of the participants have taken part every year over the last 13 years and kids have grown up with the show.

We had a great local food area with cooking demonstrations throughout the day with John Langan from Kentish Town and bicycle-powered smoothie-making, courtesy of Hammersmith Community Gardens Association.

The animal show was a real crowd puller, with about 200 animals from twelve of London’s city farms on display throughout the day. 
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There were beautiful goats from Wellgate Community Farm, and we had no fewer than three Shire horses, which are such impressive animals - Blaze from Newham City Farm and two horses from Capel College were brought over to the showground. 
There were rabbits galore, sheep, ponies, guinea pigs and ferrets - all kept to a high general standard. 

Children were kept fully occupied. The kids’ activity area was constantly busy with all sorts of goings-on including bubble making, pottery, environmental activities courtesy of LEEF, blacksmithing for kids, felt making and a demonstration cow from the Woodlands Farm Trust. There was also a dog show in the middle of the day and an inter-farm quiz.

The show’s main funding this year came from the Co-op Membership’s Community Fund, and additional support from the Worshipful Company of Gardeners. We were also supported by the Local Food Fund and the City Bridge Trust, with special prizes from the Metropolitan Public Gardens Association and the Chelsea Physic Garden. VIP visitors included mayors of three different London boroughs.

The show is organised by and for the London projects whose staff, volunteers and young people work so hard to set up and run it. A big thank you to all who took part and helped to make the show such a success.

If you can offer help or would like more information about next year’s show, please contact: london@farmgarden.org.uk 

Thanks to:

•
Rob Gayler and all the crews from Lambourne End, Wellgate, Kentish Town and Stepney who set the show up.

•
Cathy Maund for all her work getting the horticulture marquee looking good for opening time.

•
Liz McAllister for running the dog show.

•
Chris Pounds “great commentator” for keeping the show on the rails throughout the day.

•
Julian Mogilner for cooking up a storm for the campers.

•
Nemone Mercer for organising a lively local food area.

•
Jim Torrance for hand-writing out prize certificates on the day.

•
Roger Gayler, whose accomplished mediation makes judging the highly competitive tug-of-war look so easy!

•
Freightliners Farm for providing lunch for guests and judges from their wonderful farm café.

•
Simone Uncle for organising the kids’ activity area.

•
Renee Taylor and Anna Martinez-Abarca for their cooking demonstrations in the local food area.

•
Our hosts: Julie Ryan and Capel Manor College.

•
Our judges: Ray Bowler, Liz Wright, Tom Davis, Paul Bryant, Derrick Cutmore, and Josh Strycharcyk for general help with the animal show.

•
Kathleen Earley, Sharon Fitton, Heidi Seary, Lynn Taylor, Julie Phipps and Tom Wheatcroft for judging the horticulture.

•
Finally, thanks to everyone who helped to dismantle everything at the end of the day. Many hands make light work.

Prizewinners

•
Best display from a garden on a city farm - £150 awarded to The Woodlands Farm Trust.

•
Best display from a community garden - £150 awarded to Hammersmith Community Gardens Association.


(These two prizes were made possible thanks to the generosity of the Metropolitan Public Gardens Association.)

•
A special prize of a trip for a group of volunteers to the Chelsea Physic Garden for the best educational display - awarded to Mudlarks Community Garden (Hertfordshire).

•
Best in show prize forged by the blacksmith from Surrey Docks Farm on site at the show - awarded to Spitalfields City Farm’s horticulture entry.

•
T-shirts were given to Megan Humphries and Russ Ballard who designed the show’s posters during the summer residential for young people at Lambourne End.

•
Young animal handler prize of books from the RSPB - awarded to Victoria from Stepney City Farm.

•
Tug of war trophy - Freightliners Farm under 16 team (Stepney City Farm won the over 16s).

•
Horticultural plate for the most number of points in the horticultural and homegrown competition - Awarded jointly to Freightliners and Spitalfields City Farms.

•
Shield for most number of points in the animal show - awarded to Deen City Farm.
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