Term Time Sowing and Harvesting Planner

Plan your gardening activities to fit in with the Coventry school year.

	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2
	Autumn 1

	Sept 7 – Oct 23
	Nov 2- Dec 18
	Jan 5 – Feb 12
	Feb 22 – April 2
	April 19 – May28
	June 7 – July 23
	Sept

	1
	9
	18
	25
	33
	40
	1

	2
	10
	19
	26
	34
	41
	2

	3
	11
	20
	27
	35
	42
	3

	4
	12
	21
	28
	36
	43
	4

	5
	13
	22
	29
	37
	44
	5

	6
	14
	23
	30
	38
	45
	6

	7
	15
	24
	31
	39
	46
	

	8
	16
	
	32
	
	47
	

	
	17
	
	
	
	
	


Weeks are numbered to make calculating growing durations easy, with suggested activities included. These do not have to be done in that exact week, always read the seed packet for your variety’s preferred timings and take a look at the ‘Coventry Schools Planting and Harvesting Calculator’.  

You can schedule your harvest to come all at once, for a special event or sale, or gradually over weeks so that there is always something different to try (or a bit of both!).
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Autumn 

1. September 7th – October 23rd
Week

1. Plan your garden and choose your crops. Check where you are in your rotation (which group goes in which bed).

2. Harvest any late soft fruits.

3. Now is the time to plant out strawberries or make new plants by snipping the suckers off your existing ones.

4. Dig over soil on a dry day. Add a manure or soil conditioner if necessary.

5. Pick pumpkins and other autumn squashes. Pull up and compost the stalks and leaves; chopping them up small speeds up the process.

6. Plant spring flowering bulbs such as daffodils and tulips, and indoor ones such as hyacinths. Children can design repeating patterns for the borders.

2. November 2nd – December 18th

Week

9. Plant hardy varieties of broad beans for an early harvest. Plant a few extra at the end of each row to replace any losses. Plant onion sets now, too.

10. Plant bare root fruit trees when the ground is not too wet. Add manure or compost and bone meal for a good start. 

11. Rake up and compost fallen leaves, to reduce troublesome pests.

12. Harvest last spring’s parsnips (a frost makes them taste sweeter).

13. Plant garlic cloves for summer bulbs. They need a good frost to trigger clove formation. 
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1. January 5th – February 12th
Week

18. Look through seed catalogues for inspiration on what to plant.

19. Dig in any green manure crops from last autumn.

 Hoe the ground around soft fruits to keep them weed free.

20. Sprout mung beans, radish seeds, fenugreek or other suitable seeds on damp kitchen roll in the classroom. They only take a few days to germinate and show the process very clearly, as well as making a tasty snack.

21. Sow hardy varieties of butterhead lettuce in seed trays indoors or under glass.

22. Buy seed potatoes and chit them: place them on an egg carton, rose end up (the end with the most ‘eyes’ or shoots) in a light, dry place, e.g. the classroom windowsill. Their eyes will sprout and be ready to plant out when they are a few centimetres long.   
2. February 22nd – April 2nd

Week

25. Weed the vegetable beds in preparation for the first sowings.

26. Plant first early seed potatoes and shallots from sets.

27. Start to sow tomatoes, chillies, courgettes, squash, cucumbers, sunflowers, beans, (most crops, in fact), in cell trays or pots indoors. As a rule, root crops such as carrots do not transplant well and should be sown where they are to grow. Check the seed packets for individual instructions.  

28. Sow parsnips, leeks, onion sets, early (smooth, not wrinkled) peas, etc outside.

29. Plant second early seed potatoes.
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1. April 19th – May 28th
Week

33. Plant main crop seed potatoes.

34. Continue to sow seeds under cover to give a succession of harvests. This can be done in the classroom, the greenhouse or the polytunnel.

35.  Directly sow Florence fennel, carrots, chard, beetroot, salad leaves, French beans, courgettes, etc. outside now if you haven’t started some in pots already.

36. Plant out your young butterhead lettuce and your other seedlings once they are strong enough. It should tell you on the packet, otherwise it is when the plant has two or three true leaves as well as its first pair. Add a handful of manure or school compost to squashes and courgettes to give them a good start.

37. Watch out for slugs and snails and deal with them as you choose. Encouraging predators such as frogs and hedgehogs is the most rewarding way!

Plant comfrey in an unused corner of the garden. The leaves make an effective plant food, perfect for demanding crops like tomatoes and courgettes. 

38. Pot on tomatoes and chillies once they look too big for their pots. Both can be grown in large pots or grow bags and in the ground too. Chillies need the less space of the two, doing well just in smaller pots on the windowsill. Add organic matter to their pots: they’re hungry plants.

2. June 7th – July 23rd
Week

40. Keep crops watered and well weeded. Feed tomatoes, cucumbers, peppers, courgettes and squash once or twice a week once their fruits start to appear.  

41. Pick fruit and vegetables as they become ready. Picking often will encourage many crops to be more productive.

42. Harvest garlic throughout this half term, when the leaves start to brown and the papery covering to the bulb looks dry.

43. Harvest French beans and courgettes little and often, to encourage production. If one courgette is left to grow large, the plant will put all its energy into that one and stop producing any more.

Add more organic matter to the base of squashes and pumpkins to help them grow over the summer break.

44. Remove any dead or spent plants. You can leave the roots of pea and bean plants in the soil: they are a valuable source of nitrogen for the soil. 

45. Sow a green manure mix in any empty beds to enrich your soil and prevent erosion.

46. Switch on the automatic watering system or arrange for watering to be done over the holidays if necessary.

